ROBERT COLEMAN OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY, SOUTH
CAROLINA, AND HIS BROTHER, FRANCIS (FRANK)

On Saturday, August 9, 1969, I had an
opportunity which I had sought for
years - a personal examination of the
Lyman Draper papers at the Wisconsin
State Library, 816 State Street, Madi-
son, Wisconsin, -

I there found a letter written Mr.
Draper by E. H, Herbert of Haynes-~-
ville, Alabama, Mr, Herbert was a
grandson of Major John Hampton,

I examined the original letter, Volume
2, Series UU, 223-225, It reads as
follows:

"Haynesville, Alabama
.Sept 1st 1874

Lyman C. Draper, Esqr.
Dear Sir,

Yours of Augt 20th
was recd several days since, whilst
I was confined to my bed by sickness,
which prevented me from answering
earlyer,

The circumstances of the cap-
ture of the Hamptons [Maj. John
Hampton and Gen. Wade Hampton] al-
luded to by my Brother is the same



I feel sure that I mentioned in
a former letter.

This Bob Coleman is the Tory
I alluded to in a former letter
as having visited my father's
house after the war closed; and
related to my mother the manner
in which he had treated her father
and the kind treatment he had re-
ceived from her father after the
close of the War. Bob Coleman &
his brother Frank were prominent
men among the Tories, whether of-
ficers or not I am unable to say.
Frank left So., Carolina before my
recollection, moved to Georgia,
Two of his sons moved to this State
at an early period. I lived near
one of them several years, heard
him on one occasion speak of Wade
Hampton's having broken up his
father after the close of the
revolution. I asked him no ques-
tions in regard to the grounds of
the suit, but supposed from what
I had heard that it was for prop-
erty the Tories robbed him of; I
think Wade Hampton brought suit
against a number of the Tories
and recovered damages. All the
Hamptons suffered serious losses by
the Tories; don't think any except
Wade made any effort to recover any-
thing.

Bob Coleman continued in Fair-
field to the day of his death, I
have some recollection of seeing
the old man, He raised some Eight
sons that I can now recollect.

The most of them were still living
there when my father left that state,.
The Hamptons were relieved of their
captivity by Genl. Winn, as stated
in a2 former letter. My information



is that they were captured some
where below Mobley's Meeting

house and that their captors had
set out with them toward N, Caro-
lina, with the intention of turn-
ing them over to the British Com-
mander, When they reached Mobley's
Meeting House they camped for the
night. Gen. Winn having been in-
formed of the capture, went immedi-
ately in pursuit and finding them
encamped made a charge, firing a
few guns, and the Tories fled in
all directions, leaving the prison-
ers in the meeting house., One poor
fellow started to run down a very
steep place, fell and broke his
back, don't know his name, I
understood that one poor negro

was accidentally shot and killed

in the house. The Winns and
Hamptons were related.

Very Truly Yours,

E. H. Herbert"

SECOND NOTE BY J. P, COLEMAN:

The above letter discusses other
matters not related to the Cole-
mans and these portions of the
letter are omitted from this copy.

The significant thing 'is that the
writer knew Robert Coleman person-
ally, knew his sons, and knew that
he was a brother of Frank (Francis)
Coleman., This also shows that

1i
W
I



Francis Coleman was not a Revolution-
ary Soldier in the Continental Army.
Mrs. Mary Bryan, Director of the
Georgia Department of Archives and
History, stated to me most categori-
cally that Francis Coleman did not
fight under General Clark in the Rev-
olution, At pages 85-86 of the
original Coleman book I accepted the
DAR lineage records to the contrary.
It now appears that Mrs., Bryan was
right. '

According to the Draper papers the
following soldiers were with General
Winn in the attack at Mobley's:
Joseph Morrow, of Chester District,
William White, of Chester District,
David Sadler, and Francis Wylie.

Other material, found in the Draper
papers, follows (identifying the
location of Mobley's Meeting House),
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; C plncc on the thirticth of Jumt. anil 8|
3 . 1ad made their arrangenients for «
i - ' tnnwus ttuck on that stutlon. The Wiyd.

.uum.(l by %l hanorable mohvc.s, fiiends,
o xeighbors, ang brother-patriots, i

o - - tion was judicipusly arranged
.. <. executed as it hadbeen pl.mned. The Royalists :
-7 being takeu by surhrise, brokednd dispersed, at'
-+ the first fire. - Very foy wergfilled or wonnded |

-on either side.  Amonghotljet property recovered .

e ', -+ were sbout ono huuclr’ﬁ“ horses, whicii weve -
: _restoved to their respgelivg owners, and diept.
with more care therdhfter dut of tho reach of

tho encmy. The phother of Colonel McClure!

A ‘recoverced ﬁv;:y x of her hom:\\aml other resi- .

- Qents in proporion. This was tlwx(nshcslstm)co
. i ‘ made in Sont}lfCarolina to tho Britity arms, after

: C ~ . ’tho capitulution of Charleston. lh:?{%'s defeat
followcd

R tion w: 6} ncnkcptu* onngreaurscn‘o, hiSam |
. t:r, dfrion, Pickens, Harden, asod others— 1c|r
e for s being thus incressed -and encouraged y }
’ patriotism, bravery, and uccess of the firs
dvcntumra. . \
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Tak DarTrs o Mofun"s M TRTING- IR E,

[Criszrraron, 13th Augt, 1E69,
Duau Si1a: Sowa timo ago, you ouquired of uo fur a doe

i+ ectipllon of the Attack on a party of Ruyalints at Molley's':

| Mootlug-houso, Ly & party of Amoricans. Domastlc al-d

 flietton pravented mo {row paying carller atteation to the

sujuct, aud T uow offer an Imperfoct 2koteh of ite orlgle, -
progroas, and rcault, It may ald lu your colloction of anch
mattors, and Isubamit 1t with foars that it may bo {00 late
If vot otivorwisy uecleas for your purposcs, )

Iu your ilrat number, giving the description of tho Bate
sles of Lexlington and Coneord, you give sovoral referonces -
to the description or narratlvo of Euaign and of Lisuten.
ant.Do Jerulero. Weo presume that they wrero the samo
person, but the cbristian or given name {8 not mentioner,.
It it was Jobn Do Bernicro we havo somo of his descende
ubto among us, and they would bo glad to know whero

I romoia very respectfully, Tours,
Alx, O'v B. Dawoox. Joz. Jonxeox.)

. Alout ‘the middle of June, 1780, or one

British Army and Navy, Colonel Richard Wina
heard of an intended meeting of the Royalists
ot this point, in the Northern portion of South
Carolina, It stands on tho road which leads to
Chesterville, about fiftecn miles South-west of
that village, just where thab road &rosses t}w
Suuthern brauch of Little-river, but ia-in Faics
fie!d District. This ind become a place of ren-
dezvous for the Tories, during the sicge; and,
atter tho surrender of Charleston to the Dritish -
forces, much of the plunder taken from the

British Agents. One of them had appointed tho
Iproposed mecting at this point.

.

*soine cunsultation, it was agreed that as their -
fricads ubited were but little more than thirty,
tiey wonld go tugether to Colonel Jolin McClure
vt Chester District, residing near Rucky Mount, -
and propeee iis co-operation, Hers they again
wumbered their proluble edheicits, and, although’
“nny were weli-disposed, not more than sixty
could Lo relied gn for the expedition, still they
determined to proceed with that or any such
newmber.  The ‘endt.-rs in this- expedition had
tho utmost confidence in the putrintism and
_Inavery of their respective followers, but some
of them had Dbeen disarmed by the British
agents and adhereots 3 while others wero ineited !
Ly injuries and proveeations, in the scizure of |
their horses and cattle, and by persvanl feclings
and apprehensionss to join in the expediviun, *
boping to recover their praperty or a part of it.

)} The rendezvous of Royalists was appeinted |

- to take place on tho thirticth uf June, ana we
Whigs had made their arrangements for ¢ ‘mul-
tancous attuck on that station. The Wui,., had

. $heutmoss counfidenca in their leaders and svero

uniterd by all honorable motives, ns fiiends, |
neighbors, and bLrother-patriots.  The expedi-|

_tion was judicivusly armnged and perfectly.
exccuted as it had Deen planned.  The Royalists -
Deing taken by surprise, hroke and dispersed, at’
the first fire, - Very few were killed or wounnded

_on eitherside. Among other property recovered - .

‘were about one hundred horses, which were
“restored to their respective owners, and kept,
viith more care thereafter out of the reach of*
tho encmy. The mother of Colonel McClure:
recovered five or six of hier horses and other resi- |
depts in proportion. This was the first resistance
made in South Carolina to the British arms, after
. “the capitulation of Charleston. Huclk's defent.
followed, in about ten daysalter it; and opposi-'
tioa was then kept u, on a greater scale, by Sam !
t:r, darion, Pickens, Harden, and others—iheir
forces being thus increased -and encouraged by*
tho patriotism, bravery, and success of -the first,

“adventurers.-- . L
@
-7 -

bls narrative ingy be scen and if any copyof it can bo -
procurcd. f

month after the surrender of Charleston to the

Whigs was there paid for and delivered to

Colonel Winn called on his neighbor, Colonel
William Bratton, and proposed tlat they should .
uuite in the surpriso of those Torice. Alter ® -

.




